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The Deities at Omiya (National Treasure Main Sanctuary)
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The First Hall ; Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto
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The Second Hall ; Futsunushi-no-mikoto
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The Third Hall ; Amenokoyane-no-mikoto
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The Fourth Hall; Himegami
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The Origin of Kasugataisha

In 2016, the four main shrines (National Treasure) and the twenty-seven buildings (Important Cultural Property) were
restored for the 60th Shikinen Zotai ritual which is taken place every 20 years. Kasugataisha' s origin dates back
more than 1,300 years. The four halls enshrine respectively Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto from Hitachi province,
pewerful deity of warriors in charge of transfering the fand; Futsunushi-no-mikoto from Shimousa province in
charge of nation-building; Amenokoyane-no-mikoto from Kawachi province, deity of wisdom and ritual who was
the first to perform a ritual prayer at Amenoc-lwato; and his wife, the beautiful and kind-hearted Himegami. The most
powerful deities got together and shrines were founded to protect the ancient capital and Japan.

Still now, more than 2,200 rituals are held in a year, and we pray for the prosperity and peace of people in Japan and
the world, along with the prosperity of the imperial family. The deities are of national protection and of the Fujiwara
clan at the same time. Since the Nara period (8th century), more than 80% of the emperor’ s mother has been from

the Fujiwara clan, and the emperor and emperor emeritus have visited this shrine 42 times. Since the Heian period
(8th -12th century), mare than 3,000 lanterns have been donated to Kasugataisha by worshippers including the
generals, nobles, and mostly ordinary people.

Kasuga-sai festival has been held on March 13th every year for more than 1,200 years. An envoy sent from the
imperial court offers to deities prayers for the happiness of the people and the prosperity of the nation.

Mt. Mikasa has been a holy mountain and people dedicated prayers to it until the main shrine was built in 768. In the
Heian period (8th - 12th century), the imperial court issued orders to prohibit hunting and logging on this sacred
mountain. Thanks to the decree, Kasugayama Primeval Forest is still well preserved to this day. Also since ancient times,
deer are believed to be messengers of Kasuga Okami — deities at Kasugataisha main sanctuary — and now 1,200 deer
five happily in the area.

For 1,300 years, we pray every day for the nation and the people, and the deities of Kasuga protect us. The precincts
show the importance of the fact that people are able to live in the great nature. [t is the only place in the world

where humans, nature, and animals live together peacefully under the protection of the deities.

Wakam lya Deity; Ameno-oshikurmone-no-mikota

Kasuga Wakamiya is the son of deities at Omiya (main sanctuary), and the shrine
enshrined him as the Sochinju (local Shinto deity) was built in 1135, granting the
strong wishes of retired Emperor Toba and Tadamichi Kampaku (emperor's chief
advisor). Kasuga Wakarniya is deity of water and wisdom.

Wakamiya's annual festival "Kasuge Wakamiya Onmatsuri” (Important Intangible
Folk Cultural Property) has been held on December 17 without any interruption
to this day since 1136. The messenger who acts as a substitute for Kampaku
recites a Shinto prayer, and all the perfarming arts of the Heian period (8th -12th
century) are dedicated to the deities for eight hours as if unfolding a large
picture scroll. In the daytime, a procession of fifty horses and a thousand people
parades in the Nara city. Around the first Torii gate, performing arts such as
Sarugaku (ancient Noh, traditional Japanese musical drama) are dedicated in
front of the pine treg, Yougou-no-matsu where the deities at Omiya descended
to the earth. A pine tree drawn on the Kagamiita board used at Noh theaters is
derived from this Yougou-no-matsu.

After the Meiji period (19th - 20th century), Wakamiya had been restored irrequ-
larly, but from the 43rd restoration in 2022, it will be restored every 20 years as a
part of Shikinen Zotai ritual same as Omiya main sanctuary.

Please visit Wakamiya after visiting Omiya, as this has been a long-standing
practice since ancient times.



	スライド 1
	スライド 2

