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The Deities at Omiya (National Treasure Main Sanctuary)
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The First Hall ; Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto
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The Second Hall ; Futsunushi-no-mikoto
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The Third Hall ; Amenokoyane-no-mikoto
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The Fourth Hall; Himegami
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transferred to Kyoto. We can still see the people’ s faith in a shape of lanterns, stone or bronze, standing or

Kasugataisha has always received ardent respect from people around the nation, even after the capital was
hanging, which have been donated by worshippers since the 8th century.

The Origin of Kasugataisha

Kasugataisha' s origin dates back more than 1,300 years, when Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto, powerful deity,
was invited to the sacred Mt. Mikasa behind Kasugataisha after the establishment of nation’ s first capital in

The vermillion shrine buildings stand out amidst the surrounding greenery, thanks to restoration works of
shrine altars, buildings, and even furnishings, which have been conducted every 20 years since ancient
times. With numerous rituals, this is a place of prayers for peace and prosperity for every person on earth.

Nara. Then the shrine grounds were completed in 768 with the four halls respectively for Takemikazuchi-no-

mikoto, powerful deity of warriors; Futsunushi-no-mikoto, who worked for nation-building; Amenokoyane-
no-mikoto, deity of wisdom and ritual; and his wife Himegami, who was revered as the Sun Goddess.

“Jinja" is quite unique to Japanese culture, therefore no accurate translation is available, but it is often translated as “shrine” in English when necessary.
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December 15 to 18. It was started to pray for reducing the

spread of epidemics and famines caused by continual rain,
designated as Significant Intangible Folk Cultural Assets by

procession of people in traditional costumes, are
the central government.

Dedicated to Ameno-oshikumone-no-mikoto, deity of
Kasuga Wakamiya Onmatsuri takes place annually from
and has been held without any interruption since 1136.The
performances associated with it, including a gorgeous

water

Wakamiya Jinja



